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In the shadow

of the Eittel
Tower and just
bevond the
Louvre, Paris
indulges its
colonial passions

Tres Exotique

[above] Mallea W
IKE ALL DECORATORS WORTH THEIR and Malonaey,
the hunt
salt, my partner, Hermes Mallea, o TS EN
N far things
and I have done Paris more than Asian and African
a few times, so we structured a re- fo Parix. [rge]
= - Charles Cordier's
cent visit around a theme. French Africa, at the Musée
colonies once proliferated in Africa, South America,  @'@rsar
Oiceania, and Asia, and Parisians have always had a
love affair with Jes choses exotiques, We decided to
organize our irip based on Pariss past and present
A% {1 cenier HF c1||tur-.a] iti.'n.'r.‘f.‘iil :I.'.
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Our first stop was the splendid Musée National
des Arts d'Afrique et d'Océanie, which occupics
a 1931 Art Deco icon built as the centerpicee of
the Colonial Exposition {pavilions included a re-
creation of Angkor Wat and an African kraal).

= S [above left]
The grand sadans by Jacques-Emile Ruhlmann Flea markst
and Eugéne Printz and lacguer panels by Jean carte postols.
. L [abeowa right]
Dinand are |J1un.1:]uu5, and the space itself is Chinese cablnet
exotic to the core: marble floors are patterned in found in the
tribal motifs, door hinges are palm fronds, and PN
: " RS arc pe i Grand Cerf,
door handles are tusks, [right]
T & R e I O i Philippine chaise
) 1||.:-1rj1n1.1 cast 1ﬁ;.-,uF.1lnrJ} 1, we Lhm: b :.Iml: the AL
incredible rrove of Asian art at *le Guimet. = de la Cour.

Photographer Hermes Mallea Writer Carey Maloney
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Becently reopened after extensive renovation,
the Musée Mational des Arts Asiatiques—Guimet
had long languished in dreary old digs. Architect
Henri Gaudin retrohitted the interiors, ereating
a spectacular |ighl-suffu5::d space in which each
work of art is shown to perfection.

A short walk ook us 1o an old favornite, the
Musée Missim de Camondo, a fantastic decora-
tive arts museum full of FFF (fine French fur-
niture], as well as Jean-Antoine Houdon's bust
of an African woman (an inscription celebrates
the French abolition of slavery in 1794) and
Aubusson chinoiserie tapestries. Continuing our
orientation, we braved the queue at the Musée
d"Orsay to see the exuberant Charles Cordier
busts representing the continents, then took in
Paul Gauguin's Tahitian paintings. The little-
known Musée Dapper was next for its sumpiuous
cache of sub-Saharan art.

2 : e [clockwise fram
With Hermes, one can't just walk or taxi in top right] Indian
1 I er | . fabrics at
a straight line, sowe ?Jggt:a:'l_ and zagged 1o see A i
the fagade at 2 place du Caire and the Egyptian edifice at the
portico in the Hoeel de Beauharnais (now the Place du Calre.
e ; iy he  da Lille. Capennt Chinese ceramics
rermin embassy) on the rue de Lille, Careening #t Ls Compagnie
avound the Place de la Concorde, we raced past Frangaise de
the ancient obelisk and stopped in briefly at it
I'Eglise du Saint-Esprir, a 1928 exposed conerete Lafon end cable
. . , ' . . and African mask
church inspired by Istanbul’s Hagia Sophia. ot Grberta far

On the Left Bank, our shopping radar had us Jacques Duthe,
rambling along the rewes Bonapare, Seine,
and Beaune. Jean-Jacques Dutko won our
best-dressed award for showing Dupré.
Lafon's furniture with African masks, while
Philippe Murat David impressed us with a
wacky card table and chairs made in 1936 for
the French administrator of the Ivory Coast,
Sylvain Lévy-Alban's papier-maché rhinoc-
eros jardinieres ance graced Dior'’s windows
in the 1950s—frés chic. (Into rhinos? You can
also see Louis XV's personal rhino—stuffed,

5 . 7 i L abowa] Chingdporie
of course—in the Musée National d'Histoire me,l. ok tha

Maturelle.) As we :iu:pu:h:d, Ariane Dandois's Munbo Nissim de
llery and warehouse of dinary Asi: hmatda Lebore
ea E‘f} ancl warchouse of exrraon :Inur}r Slan H:ht] African

pieces didn't disappoint; the Napoleon 11 cancd headrests at As'Art.
T ] . 5 i [right] Outside La

|‘1.|II1I[L|l‘Il.. at Au Fond de ]ﬂlf..-ﬁur. with Massier faredi

porcelain parrots and Mamingoes perched here theater, [below]

and there, evoked images of I'Tndochine. ;::.c"“‘ game
As for contemporary fare, Hermes and | .
are addicted to the Chinese pottery at Le . -
Compagnic Frangaise de 'Orient et de la Chine,
and we always fall prey to Simrane’s Indian cot-
ton prinis. Across the Seine, in the passage du
Grand Cerf—the 1825 PIECUrSOr [0 your loecal
mall—we admired As"Ar's African fumiture



and objects and PM & Co. Style’s mod-
ern Chinese/French mix.

On le week-end, we hit the flea mar-
kets and continued our exotic travel
theme, buying vintage 1960s Gucei lug-
gage (pre-double-G) at Vovages in the
Marché Serpetre and books, maps, and
posteards in the Marché Dauphine,
We're film buffs, so we took a load off
one afterncon and caught a matinee at
La Pagode movie theater, a Japanese
folly built in 1895 in the garden of the
founder of Bon Marché. Cur hands-
down best find was Le Salon de Thé
de Mademoiselle Li in the Bois du
Boulogne, Artist Hippolyte Romain
transformed the second floor of a
park service building inte an enchane-
ing Chinese teahouse. Later we went
for Chinese cuisine and the smart scene
at Tong Yen. While trendy Buddha
Bar's music is an opiate to me (Hermes
cringes), we opted to buy the new CDs
and skip the restaurant, Besides, who
needs trendy in Paris when vou can go
global at every corner?

ote Colonial Power

The couniry eode for Franee is 33;
the city code for Paris is 1.

® As"Arr, 3 passage du Grand Cerf,
2ol Arvondivseser; 44-88-90-40

@ Au Ford de la Cowr, 49 rive de Seine,
6eh Arrondissement; 43-23-81-89

@ Le Compagnie Frangaise de ['Orient
el de la Chine, 167 bonlevard 3t
Ceermain, Gt Arrondsssement;
45-48-100-31

® Gulevie Ariane Dardois, 92 place Beate

wattix, rive da Fanbourg 51, Honord,
Eth Arrondissenent; 43-12-39.39
(warehouse open by appodninent)

& Philippe Murar Dawid, 3 rue de Beaune,
7eh Arrondissemeni; 42-61-64-53

® Galerie Jean-Jacgues Dutko, 13 rue
Bontaparte, Gth Arrondiscenent;
43-26-96-13

@ Sylvad Lévy-Alban, 14 rue de Beaune,
Teh Arrondrssensens; 42-61-25-42

® Musée Dapper, 35 rire Pand-Valery,
166k Arvondissemeni; 45-00-01-50

® Musée Natiowal des Ares d'Afvigue
e d"'Oetariie, 293 avenie Danmeswil,
12th Arrondissement; 44-74-84-80

& Musée National des Arts Asiatigues—
Grimet, 6 place d'lena, 1605
Arrandissenent; 56-32.53-00

® Musée National ' Histaire Naturelle,
57 raie Crvder, Sth Armondissenent;
40-79-30-00

& Musde Nissine de Camondo, 63 rue
de Mancean, 8th Arrondissernent;
F3-89-06-50

& Musée d'Orsay, 62 rue de Lille,
Fth Arrondissenent; J0-49-48-14

® La Papode, 37 rue de Babylone,
b Arrandissenienl; 43-35-48-48

® PM & Co Style, 5 passage du
Crrand Corf, 20d Arrondissement;
F5.R0:7 106

@ Le Salon de Thé de Mademorselle
Li, Jardier d"Acelingtation, Bafs du
Bosulogne; $0-67-90-82

® Simrane, 23-25 rue Bonaparte,
6t Arrondissement; 43-34-00-7 3

@ Tong Yen, 1 bis rue Jean Mervroz,
Sth Arrondissement; 42.25.04-23

Open Invitation { @t

Open up your home to the legendary
Cuisinart Food Processor and
turn meals into fabulous occasions.

Make a sumptuous family breakfast

of sliced fresh [ruits and sweet pastries.

Lunch, dinner or get-togethers?
Impress all with an array of

hors d'oeuvres, homemade breads,

elegant entrees and delicious desser
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